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TROUPPIM3 WITH THE DODE FISK GREAT COMBINED SHOWS
by C.E.DDBLE

The season of 1910 I was with GEFTRY BROS.FAMOUS SHOWS. I closed
with this show in Chic ego, Set. Aug. 27 for reasons known only to myself
and the next day joined the Dode FIsk Greet Combined Shows in Mount
Vernon,Iowe,Winter quarters of this show were Wonewoc,WIs.where the
season had opened Hay 1st. T regret I do not have the names of this
entire organization for CHS members. Advertising-Car Fo.l was 10 days
ahead end show had an attractive line of paper. Dode Fisk was sole
owner and manager. Others of the staff I recall were W.O.Tarkington.,
general egent;T.W.Bellenger who in later yrs.was traffic mgr.of the
SPARKS CIRCUS,was assistant mgrjMIke Rooney,equestrian directoryBilly
Delevan bess of baggage stock;Bert Rowley drove the No.l bend wagon 8
dapple grays and had been with Ringllng Bros. Show.W.J. White was boss
canvesraanjDoc Coates,announcer in big show and sold concert tickets.
The writer of this and Doc were with the Mighty Haag Circus 2 yrs.let..
Mr,& Mrs.T.E.Blush were in charge of reserve seats. The train masters
name I do not know but this show moved and breakfast was over at 9:00
every morning and no one missed breakfast as the cook tent was the bebt
All the working men with this show were white,big powerful fellows froc.
Minn,and Wis. We always had a full crew in all departments.

The side show or Annex,was managed by F.E.Hardee,and Mrs.Herdee.
snake enchantress along v/ith the usual side show attractions. The
colored band and New Orleans llinstrels were under the direction of
Chauncey Ver Valm,e very clever cornet soloist and prince of a fellow,
who had seen quite a bit of minstrel experience.The big show perfor-
mance was presented In 2 rings,A13> canvas was new at opening of seas:,u
and a 4 pole big top was used.Opening with the usual'grand entree to
the strains of Souse's famous march "Semper FidelIs"eThe clown song
was "Meet me In Rosetlme Rosie" sung by Boots Washburn producing clown
followed by the old time leaps over elephant and horses. This show had
some real leapers including Jake Hubbell end Eddie 3eckman.Reels and
Jigs played for the leaps.The Loretta Twins,Pauline and Ora,appeared
in their trampoline bar act along with a brother Harvey who did comedy
In girl costume.Later this act was featured with SELLS-FLOTO CIRCUS
several yrs. The Stone's did aerial loop walking and traps.Chapman end
Berube,Dld a fine balancing perch act.ETola Satterfield was one of the
menage riders,and worked trained horses,The Wallins appeared in their
unparalled contortions.Dick Williams in his comedy nafile hurdle got
many a laugh,Albion Sisters iron jew act and other aerial displays.
Williams family 4 people acrobats and tumblers.Mike Rooney,gents
principal berenbeck riding act,and bounding jockey act.The Cased1s did
their gymnastic exhibitions, extra ordinary. Jack Albion,Albert Grstoa,
and George Weyman were among the clowns.The old style after show cojor
cert In vogue at that date was given featuring the belloon horse JUP-
ITER" elevated to the top of the tent and ridden by Harvey Blush.

All named above I have recalled from memory end regret if I have
overlooked other performers that nade oo the well balanced progrem of
the big show.The menagerie display was one big elephant "GYP" which
did a good routine In ring Fo.l. 2 camels,! zebra, 1 sacred ox, end e
few cages of animals all appearing In parade*A lady In oriental cost-
ume rode in the howdah atop "GYP". The Fo.l band wagon was red and gola
with carvings and mirrors,en old Ringling wagon it was said. The bend
uniforms also had seen service with the Ringllng show,WeF.Weldon.'s
Concert Band,of 20 musicians were with the Dode Fisk Cirque and all
newspaper j?d£ mentioned the fpct,
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DODE FISK CIRCUSJ&CONTINUED)

Weldon wes bend master with Ringling- Bros,1891 to 1895.The writer of
•this was trombonist in Weld on fs Band.

The tour took the show as far west as New Mexico and 12 towns
were played Including- Santa Fe,and Albuquerque which proved to be 2 c..
•the banner stands of the season.We came into Tex, from New Mexico t ..c.
made an extensive tour of the Lone Star State exhibiting1 in 59 tov/us
and many of those were wild looking- towns beck in 1910,but I enjoyed'
1t0The YANKEE ROBINSON SHOW followed us in Sweetwater,and Snyder,Tex.
We also crossed the psths of the CAMPBELL BROS.CIRCUS and the ROY E.
FOX LONE STAR MINSTRELS under canvas,Those titles are but a sweet^mem-
ory today to us troupers of 36 yrs.ag-o.We encountered some raw chilly
d?ys toward the end of the season and we did have a long1 season'clos-
ing- Dec,14,in Brenham,Tex.It was a very pleasant season for all,This
show was like one big happy family.Any one who was ever with that cir-
cus I feel sure will admit those were happy days,

The Dode Flsk Cireus toured 4 seasons,1907-08-09-10.In Jen.1911
the equipment wes sold to other Interests and Dode Flsk retired from
the circus business.His name will live on as another of America's cir-
cus owners,For 4 yrs.I have tried to locate a letterhead,route cerd,
herald,photo,or litho of this circus but without success,***********************************************************************

ATTENTION COLLECTORS
Back copies of the BANDWAGON for the following month's may be obt£ir..e.I
from the EDITOR at 25<2 each. Complete your collection now-Don't delay
Few of each:-Oct.1944,Feb,1945,Mar.1945,Apr*1945,Jun.1945,Aug.1945,
Oct. 1945, Jan. 1946.____..

TV/0 HEMISPHERE BANDWAGON NOTES
ALLEN WESCOTT has been elected Director #2 of this Div.for the next 2
yrs.SPUDPILE GAZETTE will be issued every 2 month's Instead of month-
ly. Plans are now under way for a Joint convention of this Div.with the
C.M.B.O.A.& C.F.A. when R.B.B.B.play Boston this Spring-.
:::::::::::?::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

PARKINSON PRATTLE
FOUR new cages for the CLYDE BEATTY CIRCUS are nearing completion at
Eureka,111.and the first 2 are to be shipped to the El Paso,Tex.quar-
ters the first wk, in Mar. Being built at the Harvey Zimmerman welc1: .g
shop,the cages have oak bodies,steel sides and gears,and the poles are
fitted for use with tractors rather than draft horses,When seen the
new wagons did not have seats,footboards or brakes,and evidentally
will not have these when they are completed,Eaeh is 18 ft.long and has
5 compartments In It. Two wagons were almost ready for shipment. Steel
•trimmings were being welded on. Painting will be done at El Paso quar-
ters. Of these 2,1 has dual tires,! has single.The 3rd wagon was In the
shop,and was to be moved outside and mounted on wheels.Work on the
final cage will then begin. A representative of the circus was on hand
actively supervising construction by a 5 man crew,This is the first
circus work Zimmerman has done.The cages,which will look plenty nice
but still resemble trailers more than traditional rail show weg-ons,
will be loaded on flat cars at Bloomington,Ill.for shipment to Tex.be-
cause the strike of the TP&W leaves Eureka without a reil line.*********************#*****#*#****̂ #***************************
TOM PARKINSON is now out of the Army and home at 336 Oek Crest,Decatur,
Ill.J.Tracy is leading the Membership Contest with 3 new members.
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THE GREAT LONDON CIRCUS

DOCKRILL»S ARENIC AGGREGATION
and

SANGER'S ENGLISH MENAGERIE
OFFICIAL PROGRAMME SEASON OF 1877
******************* **************>M *

1. GRAND ENTREE
By the Hippodimratic Merdi-Gras Carnival and Circus 60,

2. Boy Wonders.....Masters Freddy and Willie on the Trapeze

3. Celebrated French Menage Horse,ELLINGTON,Trained & rode by Dockrill

4. Champion Gymnastic Exercises
By the Livingston Bros, ,J.Murtz and Victorelli Bros.

5. Charapion Somersault Bareback Rider. FRANK MELVILLE

6. Sleek Wire M'lle VICTIX..:.TE

THE IRISH CLOWN JOHNNY PATTERSON

7. Leaps and Double Somersaults. By the Company

8. M'lle ELIZA DOCKRILL,"EMPRESS of the ARENA" in her $10,000
Challenge "Principal" and "FLYING HURDLE ACT."

CLOWN W. CONRAD

9. Kings of the Carpet..By Livingston Bros,Victorelli Bros.& J.Murtz

10. The Jerome Bounding Jockey Act. , FRANK MELVILLE

CLOWN —CHARLES MCCARTHY

11. Pyramid of Elephants..By the only 5 fall grown performing
Elephants in the world,introduced by their trainer,G.ARSTINSTALL

12. Grand Trial of Ski 11,"PARTERRE" .By the Company

13. If*lie ELIZA DOCKRILL,Champion Female Bare Back Rider of the World
Riding and Driving at the same time her 4 Arabian Steeds—
considered the greatest and most artistic equestrian feat known,

14. Female Gymnastic Act, ...,.,...,.By the Lawrence Sisters

15. Sports of Atlas on Horseback.,,,..,......*»» By WM.CONRAD
16. Comic Musical Clowns > —VICTORELLI BROS,
17e The Flying Velocipede Act

18, The whole to conclude with the introducing in the ring of a den of
Royal Bengal Tigers,In which Prof<STILL,from the Zoological Garden
London?wlll enter and exhibit feats of dai-ing never before seen,**********************************************************************

ABOVE PROGRAMME THRU THE COURTESY OF ,,,,., ,... ,..,,,. ... .»t J. BROWN
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